
 

 

What is important to us in our curriculum? 

How do we organise it?  

Why do we do it like this? 

What are we doing to improve our 

curriculum in 2019-20? 

In our School Development Plan, we are focusing on 

the following areas of our curriculum: 

Maths, Reading and Writing 

History and Geography 

Relationship, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) 

Personal Development 

Circle Time, School Council and Assemblies 

In 2018, we introduced 5 weeks of core learning each half term. This was 

to help us plan as half terms vary in length across the year. There were also 

a lot of ‘part weeks’ that year which can lead to wasted learning time. We 

used these part weeks and other weeks that fell outside the 5 week blocks to 

cover our whole school projects and make the time productive. We have 

continued with this organisation of our curriculum this year.  

We have annual whole school projects that we 

review every year and some projects that we cover as 

they are topical (eg 1WW in 2018). One of our whole 

school projects includes our Transition Week in July. 

We also have 3 Whole School Festival days each 

year. Our whole school projects for 2019-20 are:  

The Space Race (2 weeks) 

Food Festival – Christmas Traditions (1 week) 

Inspirational Maths (3 days) 

Jobs People Do (1 week) 

Shakespeare (3 days) 

The Ancient Greeks and Olympics (Tokyo 2020; 2 

weeks and 2 days) 

Festival Days – Diwali, Eid al-Fitr, Purim   

 

There are many other activities we include in our curriculum because we believe they 

enhance children’s learning, their character, their personal development and help us 

work as a whole school community. These are: 

After School Clubs 

Inter-school sport  

Forest Schools (in Year 2 and 4) 

Cross School Circle Time (twice each half term; led by Year 6) 

School Council Good causes (eg CiN) 

Residential Trips (Years 3-6) 

Performances (Christmas in Reception, Year 1 and 2; Year 3&4, Year 5&6) 

Community Links  

Debating in Year 6 

Reading and books are at the heart of our curriculum. Every half 

term, our English is based around a book using ‘The Power of 

Reading’ resources. Where relevant, these also link to other aspects 

of our learning.  

From September 2019, we decided to block our 

curriculum across these 5 weeks. As our teaching 

of individual subjects has improved and there has 

been less connectivity between subjects, our weeks 

have become very busy, moving from one subject to 

the next. The risk with this was that staff focused on 

practicalities and resourcing rather than learning 

outcomes; children were covering a lot of different 

subject content across a week. We now have 2 

Science weeks, 2 humanities weeks and 1 Art week 

in each half term. We teach Maths and English 

every day (unless there is a trip or a special event), 

PE twice weekly (with Fitness every day in KS2), 

and French and Music weekly during PPA time.  

The following curriculum documents give more detail on the above and are available on our website:  

Whole School Year Overview, Our School Development Plan (SDP) 

For Years 1-6: Year Overview, Blocks Overview 

For Each Subject: Whole School Overview  

We want our KS1 curriculum to build naturally from our 

EYFS curriculum. Our EYFS team know the progression 

of our curriculum through the school. Key Stage 1 builds 

on the skills, vocabulary and social development of the 

EYFS with project based learning and core learning in 

phonics, reading and maths.  

We have introduced a new History and Geography 

overview, based around key concepts and making links 

between these subjects when they lend themselves 

and with other subjects, including our PofR books.  


